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Tuesday 25th September 

14:00 ROVOP is an independent provider of subsea remotely operated vehicle 

(ROV) SERVICES. We specialise in all aspects of ROV operations to offer clients 

in depth knowledge every time. Our unique approach combines the most 

advanced technology with highly skilled personnel and a first-class culture, 

which reduces risk and improves efficiency. 

ROVOP’s business was built on servicing the offshore wind industry, and to 

date we have worked on more than 80% of Europe’s offshore wind farms. 

 ROVOP was delighted to work with Vattenfall on the European Offshore Wind 

Deployment Centre (EOWDC), Scotland’s largest offshore wind test and 

demonstration facility. Our case study presentation details how ROVOP 

navigated the turbulent, shallow-water environment at Aberdeen Bay to 

deliver a suite of services, which contributed to the successful construction of 

the iconic project. 

 Paul started his career in 2002 with subsea equipment provider, Tritech, where 

ultimately, he was responsible for developing the company’s global distributor 

network. 

After a shorter spell of nearly 2 years with Forum Energy Technologies, he 

joined the Japanese trading and investment company Mitsui & Co. in 2012. 

At Mitsui, Paul was involved in business development for new projects mainly 

related to the offshore wind industry, as well as large-scale investment 

activity. Laterally, he was based in Mitsui’s London office. Paul took up the 

role of Business Development Manager with ROVOP in April this year. 

 

14:20 EEEGR : Activities in the Regional Offshore Wind Sector 

The East of England Energy Group (EEEGR) is a profit neutral industry group 

representing some 300 members operating in the East of England energy 

sector. EEEGR represents all energy sectors, including Renewables, Marine 

and Power Generators and Networks.  

EEEGR is heavily involved with the Offshore Wind sector, due to the 

flourishing Offshore Wind market in the region. Significant development has 

taken place off the East Anglian Coast, which commenced with Scroby Sands 

in 2003, and will continue in the advent of Round 3 wind farms such as East 

Anglia One. The regional supply chain enjoys a mature and diverse experience 

base for offshore development, originating in the Oil and Gas sector, then 

transitioning to offshore renewables development. 

EEEGR’s key member services are business development, networking, Skills 

for Energy, industry engagement and policy development and lobbying. We 

host Special Interest Groups (SIGs) which have a technical focus, where 

industry professionals meet regularly to solve industry challenges. This 

presentation discusses our current activities within these service provisions 

in support of the regional Offshore Wind sector. It also discusses the extra-
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regional focus, and how we promote our region’s skills and expertise for the 

greater good of the industry worldwide. 

 

 Alison is an experienced marine energy professional who has worked in 

technical, management and consultancy roles within the industry. Alison has 

worked for services companies such as Oceanteam, DeepOcean, 4C Offshore, 

Gardline and Fugro on Oil and Gas, Offshore Wind and Marine Spatial 

Planning projects. During project work with these companies, Alison 

participated in tendering, project management, data analysis, developing 

novel solutions and report writing to support the marine project lifecycle. 

Alison has also worked in local government and has also specialised in 

Geographic Information Systems, databases and their development. 

 Alison joined EEEGR in December 2017 as General Manager. This role 

coordinates the main functions of EEEGR and Alison is supporting the EEEGR 

Board and CEO in working to continuously improve the EEEGR service offering 

and ensure the organisation is fit for purpose and responsive to the needs of 

the regional energy sector and their supply chain. 

 

 

14:40 Automating O&M Response to Array Cable Fault 

 From 2014 to the end of 2017, recorded cable failures of UK’s offshore wind 

projects have led to a cumulative loss of power generation of approximately 

2.45TWh equating to £250M. Array cable faults represent 21% of the total 

recorded cable failures and can lead to a loss of generation of approximately 

£430,000/Month for an array of 8 turbines rated 7MW. Despite this, and due 

to the high number of array cables and terminations in offshore windfarms, 

distance protection is often used as a lower-cost substitute for superior 

differential current protection. Synaptec have invented a technology which 

now enables superior protection but for a realistic cost and use of space. 

Refase™ uses distributed current sensing to instrument multiple cables 

simultaneously without digital communications. This permits auto re-close on 

non-faulted sections and returning strings to production within seconds to 

avoid days of outage and associated O&M costs. 

 Saul has 25 years of sales and marketing leadership experience, leading 

growth for start-up and established brands in the IT, mobile, unified 

communications and semiconductor industries in every major global market. 

Saul joined Synaptec in 2017 to lead the commercialisation of a completely 

new distributed monitoring technology which reduces operating and outage 

cost for modern power system operators using completely passive photonic 

sensors. These give unprecedented range, speed and capital cost savings for 

MV and HV instrumentation applications and significantly improve fault 

location, protection, monitoring, automation and control of critical power 
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system in infrastructure, particularly when remote or inaccessible, as is the 

case with Offshore Wind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Wednesday 26th September 

10:00 Canyon has developed its Jet Trenchers and its heavy soils chain cutter in 

order to be best in class for the burial of cables associated with Offshore Wind 

Farms, Interconnectors and power from shore O&G projects. Canyon’s 

trenching performance has decreased the cost of burial by being able to 

complete the operations quicker and often in a single trenching pass to 

achieve the project requirements. This has been achieved through years of 

experience and ensuring through engineering and interpretation of the 

seabed data provided that the right trenching solution is put into place to 

meet the requirements of each of the projects Canyon has undertaken. 

Canyon will present its assets as well as project examples of how Canyon has 

made the trenching of cables successful in difficult seabed conditions. 

 John has been an Engineer within the Subsea, ROV industry for over 25 years. 

John has had a diverse career from working offshore, through to operations 

management, business development and now as directors of seabed 

intervention for Helix Canyon Offshore. 

 John’s expertise in the renewables sector and the trenching market merges 

with the core strengths of Canyon Offshore, which is providing services (ROV, 

Trenching, construction support and vessels) in shallow to deep water marine 

contracting operations, and allows him to advise global energy, renewables 

and telecom players on the most cost-effective solution for their project needs. 

 

10:20 Practical Engineering to Mitigate Subsea Power Cables Risks 

 Subsea power cables are critical to the efficient operation and revenue 

generation in all offshore wind farms. Historically, power cables have been 

perceived as commodity items and it is relatively recently that operators have 

elevated their risk status in response to learning from many experiences – 

some of these being difficult and costly. However, the industry is maturing 

and developing into new approaches and methodologies to improve technical 

and operational efficiencies and reduce costs. 

 BPP will share some of these experiences, incidents and events – through case 

studies – relating to subsea array and export cables. These will encompass 

cable design and engineering, through the installation process all the way to 

serving in the role of failure investigations and conducting forensic 

examinations. This breadth of industry coverage will provide a unique insight 

in to what can be done to maximise the operational life of cables in cost-

effective and practical fashion. The value of the support that independent 

external consultancies can bring will be explored. 

 A business graduate from the Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen, Chris has 

been involved in the offshore energy industry for over twenty years, initially in 

topsides projects and for the past 12 years within subsea.  

 Since joining BPP in 2009, he has been increasingly involved in supporting 

offshore wind clients – across various engineering areas. 

Chris Milner 

Regional Manager 

BPP-TECH 

John Davies 

Director Seabed 

Intervention 

Canyon Offshore 



 

 We expect this trend to continue given global activity levels and projected 

future growth within this sector. Chris is actively engaged as a member of the 

Society for Underwater Technology (SUT), serving on Council and as a member 

of the Aberdeen Branch Committee. Chris is conversant in German and would 

be pleased to meet and discuss any aspects of the presentation during the 

show. 

 

10:40 An Innovative Solution to Scour Prevention at Subsea Foundations, Cables 

and Pipelines 

Scour Prevention Systems Ltd offer a field proven, patented and innovative 

solution for the prevention of scour around offshore structures, pipelines and 

cables. Our solution consists of a matrix of end-of-life vehicle tyres connected 

and laid on the seabed. 

Advantages: 

• Cost effective. 

• Field-proven: demonstrated at full scale offshore. 

• Lightweight: low risk to assets during installation. 

• Modular: flexibility in installation, transport and removal procedures. 

• Maintenance free: No edge scour or sinking. 

• Constructed from recycled materials. 

In this session we will present case studies of their innovative tyre mattresses 

technology in action. These practical case studies taken from our product 

testing and commercial work will showcase the diverse effectiveness of our 

products in a range of applications. 

Sarah is a Project Consultant at Scour Prevention Systems Ltd. Her role is to 

support our engineering team to work with clients to design and facilitate the 

best scour prevention solutions for their projects. She is experienced in 

supporting complex engineering projects and manages all our commercial 

contracts to ensure delivery on time and to a high quality. 

With a BSc in Environmental Science from Lancaster University and an MSc in 

Environmental Management and Assessment from the University of East 

Anglia, Sarah specialises in assessment of the environmental and carbon 

impacts of the SPSL product range and works with our manufacturing partners 

to guarantee value, longevity and sustainability of our products. 

Sarah is a practised researcher with an excellent track record in compiling 

business and project intelligence. She also leads and coordinates all marketing 

functions and coordinates the activities of our sales associates. 

Sarah is a member of the management team provided to SPSL by Nautilus 

Associates Ltd. 
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  11:00 Live 3D Vision – a ground breaking subsea technology for Offshore Wind 

This talk looks forward from current processed 3D approaches to the future 

live 3D enables, and with it the progression to autonomous underwater 

inspections. 

Rovco’s live 3D vision is unlike other underwater scanning systems. Unlocking 

the ability for computers to see underwater, it enables artificial intelligence 

Meanwhile, the efficient 3D representation can reduce data sizes by a factor 

of over 1000 compared to video, to enable live transmission back to shore. 

 

Pre-cursors to fully autonomous inspection, such as Live 3D, are already being 

used on commercial projects, providing the highest quality data available. 

This presentation will outline Rovco’s road map to our fully autonomous 

future, covering recent advancements and individually deployable, enabling 

technologies and processes – culminating in a complete revolution of subsea 

inspection. 

Brian is CEO of Rovco, a market leader in hydrographic and ROV surveys. 

Brian founded the innovative subsea robotics business which focuses on using 

new technology to reduce costs for subsea operations in the oil, gas, 

renewables and defence sectors. 

He has substantial experience working with subsea robotics on large offshore 

projects for over 10 years and started his career as an ROV technical specialist 

in electronics, electrical systems and networking, leading to managing the 

delivery of multi-million-pound ROV projects across the globe. Brian has 

completed thousands of subsea inspection, maintenance and construction 

orientated tasks, and is now bringing new technology to solve the problems 

he encountered throughout his career. 

 

11:20 Full Length Distributed Temperature Monitoring of Export Cables and 

Interconnectors Beyond 150km 

 Distributed temperature monitoring (DTS) is commonly used to investigate 

hot spots and to optimise loads. Planned offshore wind farms as well as 

interconnectors pose new challenges for DTS due to cable lengths exceeding 

150km. We report here on a 180km sensing demonstration based on DTS 

located on each end of the cable. Solutions to reach longer distance are also 

discussed. 

Baz Matvichuk has just celebrated 5 years working in the world of fibre optic 

based distributed sensing for asset integrity management.   

With global responsibility for the Power Cables division Baz and Omnisens are 

committed to enabling the safe operation of the growing number of power 

cables being installed to accommodate renewable industries, be they land 

based or submarine cables.  
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An Electrical & Electronics Engineer with engineering roles in Industrial 

process control, semiconductor manufacturing for Military, Space, and 

Automotive applications, followed by a more commercial and general 

management oriented career.  Baz has held senior Business Development 

roles in Germany, France, Singapore and now Switzerland. 

Baz is Vice President – Sales & Business Development with Omnisens 
S.A. a pioneering and leading provider of fibre optic based, distributed 
monitoring solutions focused on the energy producing and transmitting 
industries. 

 
 

11:40 RDS-PP and how it is being used for building, maintaining and operating wind 

farms by manufacturers, operators and service providers. 

 Brendan has over 20 years experience delivering operations and asset 

management solutions to different business verticals across many complex 

industries. He has been involved in a number of projects focused on Wind 

Energy over the past 5 years and has helped Manufacturers, Operators and 

Services Providers adopt RDS-PP as the standard for building and maintaining 

their assets efficiently. 

 

 

 

 

  12:00 Market Update on Global Offshore Wind 

We will provide an overview of the state of the global offshore wind market, 

highlighting areas which are emerging as offshore wind hubs and draw on 

existing markets where the UK supply chain has been successful. The 

presentation will explore areas of diversification and look at how the industry 

is working to drive down the costs of projects globally. The presentation will 

also touch on the emerging floating offshore wind sector. 

Amisha has over 12 years experience within the energy industry and was 

brought in to the EIC to build and lead the Power, Nuclear & Renewables team. 

She oversees the research and analysis of project intelligence and business 

opportunities in the global power market while also assessing global trends in 

the market. In January 2017 Amisha’s remit expanded to lead the EIC’s 

engagement with parliamentarians and take forward campaigns. 

Prior to the EIC she worked in policy and public affairs for Ireland’s largest 

utility ESB International. Amisha started her career in policy development and 

lobbying and has worked on developing energy policy with the major energy 

utilities through her role at EnergyUK as well as working with leading 

manufacturers in the UK during her four and half year stint with EEF – The 
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Manufacturers’ Organisation. She has an MSc in Environmental Policy and 

Regulation from the London School of Economics. 

Lara is one of the EIC’s Energy Analysts, covering offshore wind, hydro and 

tidal power, and energy storage in the UK and wider European region. As part 

of her role, she provides analysis of market trends, sector projects and 

business opportunities for supply chain companies. She first joined the EIC in 

2017 as a Research Assistant to provide project updates in both the power and 

renewables as well as oil and gas sectors. Lara has an MA degree in 

International Studies and Diplomacy from London’s School of Oriental and 

African Studies. Prior to working for the EIC, she gained extensive experience 

in issues concerning international development, having worked for both local 

and global non-profit organisations in India and Singapore.   

 

  14:00 Looking at SMD’s Multi-Mode Prelay Plough 

SMD supplied the first patent pending multi-mode Prelay plough system to 

Assodivers in 2018 which has successfully completed it’s first trenching and 

boulder clearing project at the Kriegers flak windfarm. This innovative plough 

system is the world’s first steerable boulder clearing, multi-pass trenching and 

backfill system, giving unsurpassed monitoring and control processes, 

assuring the maximum project efficiency and product safety. 

With the Multi-mode system Prelay trenching has truly come of age, creating 

an engineered and cost effective cable trench prior to the arrival of the lay 

vessel. Thereby minimising burial risk, reducing lay vessel capability 

requirements and minimising the cable lay durations, for long interconnector 

and export cables where ground strengths are likely to be variable up to soft 

rock, and include inconvenient and problematic boulder fields. 

Graeme Walker, a Charted Engineer, has worked at SMD for over ten years as 

the Trenching Sales Manager, responsible for Trenching system proposals and 

business development. In this period Graeme has structured and developed 

the Trenching product range to be the world’s leading trenching portfolio, 

with Cable Ploughs for Telecom and Power cable applications, including high 

powered share jetting solutions to 1500m and a subsea power cable loading 

and unloading system which is rapidly becoming the industry standard. During 

this period Graeme has driven the QTrencher range to be the market leader in 

Renewables jet trenching, culminating in the innovative QT1400/1600 hybrid 

jetter/cutter systems and multiple QT1000 vehicles. SMD has also become the 

go to supplier for heavy duty tracked trenching vehicles with a product range 

second to none, vary from 25Te to 250Te high powered trench jetting and 

cutting systems, with industry leading cable friendly handling systems proven 

in multiple applications. 
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